University Region

The University Region serves ten counties in the heart of south-central Michigan
including Clinton, Eaton, Hillsdale, Ingham, Jackson, Lenawee, Livingston, Monroe,
Shiawassee and Washtenaw. The University Region’s central location makes it the
“crossroads” of the lower peninsula, with six major freeway corridors (I-69, 1-75, 1-94, I-
96, US-23 and US-127) passing through the region as part of the national network of
highways that supports commerce and international trade. Three dransportation Service
Centers (TSC) conduct core business activities of the Depar ) the Region: the
Brighton TSC serves Livingston, Washtenaw and Monroe nties; the Lansing TSC,
serves Clinton, Eaton, Ingham and Shiawassee counties Jackson TSC serves
Jackson, Hillsdale and Lenawee counties.

tal functions,
niversity of

The University Region is home to the state
institutions of higher learning, including the sia
Michigan and Michigan State University,
agricultural lands. This wide array of custome e surface

Past Accomplishments

In 2002, the University Reglon shifted 3 om improving the freeway
system to addressing thg S egion’s central business districts.
The coordination of S i as been successful in easing
disruption to local of 2002 accomplishments below

replacement of the pavement, upgrades to
eight bridges and five interchanges along the

the Village of Brooklyn

Speedway

The University Region continues to focus on projects that incorporate local
sponsorship and participation. With the donation of property from business
owners located along M-50 (West Avenue) in the City of Jackson, the Region
was able to reconstruct and widen M-50 from four lanes to five with a center turn
lane

While focusing on non-freeway improvements, the University Region continues to
address the condition of the freeway system.



In 2002, the Region reconstructed a portion of the 1-96 freeway which included
the repair or reconstruction of 16 bridges west of the City of Lansing. This
project contributed to the economic vitality of the area by providing improved
transportation infrastructure to serve the new General Motors plant expansion in
Delta Township.

With local agency right-of-way acquisition and funding participation, the Region
was also able to reconstruct and make capacity improv, s to the 1-94/Zeeb
Road interchange in Washtenaw County. tion was completed in
2003.

City of

uction activities. MDOT's
University Region will continue to S ve significant local
participation and that address those atched with needs for
safety, operational and capacity impro ifi dies are ongoing for the
Livingston County, the 1-94

Ive Year Road and Bridge Program for the
ely $418 million. Investments are allocated in the

$ 40 Million
$352 Million
ts & New Roads

$ 14 Million
onstruction Activities $ 12 Million

There are a number of programs that are selected based on statewide priorities or where
project identification is completed throughout the year. These investments are not
reflected above, but are included in the statewide investment strategy.

The University Region includes some of the fastest growing areas in the state of
Michigan. Portions of the Region are located near the Metropolitan Detroit area. Special
attention will be given to improving operations and maximizing the capacity of the
existing highways at or near these high-growth areas.



Operational improvements for the interchanges of US-23 at M-59, and US-23 at
Plymouth Road are included in this edition of the five-year plan. M-52 (Main Street)
through the Village of Perry will be reconstructed in 2003 as will M-50 in the Village of
Brooklyn. Through the coordination of local agencies, the M-43, M-52 and M-50
reconstruction projects will incorporate streetscape improvements during the road
reconstruction

In addition, Region and TSC staff are working proactively with local units of government
to identify ways, such as access management, to improve o ional efficiency and

proactively investigating opportunities to improve t i ur highways and
bridges. When and where practical, aesthetic tr [

features of bridge structures and roadsides. es of urban
reconstruction projects, MDOT works with pursue
funding for streetscape and landscape imp . ific i ents are

planned for highly visible areas of the region, incl eeway interChanges and
entryways into the state from Ohio.

Corridor Improvement Strateg

The University Region continues to us
projects. All elements of the transportatit

C onstruction of the existing interchange and the addition of
new ramp traffic congestion at this interchange. Heavy truck traffic
combined wit wth in the area generated the need for this project. The
environmental phase and the design work for this project have been
completed. Way acquisition is on-going, and will be completed in 2003.
Construction will befdeferred to a future Five Year Plan. A companion project, the 1-94 at
Zeeb Road Interchange was recently improved and is open to traffic.

M-59, from 1-96 to Old US-23 (Whitmore Lake Road), Livingston County.

The environmental clearance phase for the widening of this segment of M-59 will be
completed in 2003. Right-of-way preservation has been underway for several years in
this rapidly developing corridor. The completion of subsequent project phases will be
deferred to a future Five Year Plan.



US-12, from the Saline East City Limits to Munger Road, Washtenaw County.
This road is currently two-lanes, and congestion has become severe due to development
in metropolitan Ann Arbor, and Ypsilanti and Saline. MDOT is working with local
communities and citizens groups to evaluate potential improvements. Environmental
clearance work will be completed in 2003 which will identify a preferred alternative.

1-94, from M-60 to Sargent Road, Jackson County.

In 2002, a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the modernjzation of 1-94 through
Jackson was completed and approved by the Federal High ministration. The
Final Environmental Impact Statement and recommended native are scheduled to
be completed in 2003. The intent of the environment ance phase will be to
establish a corridor improvement strategy that will exami freeway and bridge
needs and recommend a plan of action for modernizi widening the 1-94
freeway throughout the urban area.

I-96/Latson Road/Lake Chemung area inter
This project will improve access to 1-96 €as ved Lake
Chemung interchange combined with a new interc Latson/Nixon ROads. Design
for the new Latson/Nixon interchange began in 20 d will continue through 2003.
MDOT will construct safety improvetments to the 1-96 ound interchange to Grand
River (Lake Chemung). These impro will be fund ith Ipterstate Maintenance
Discretionary Funds provided by Cong

US-23/M-59 Interchange, Livingston Co
The environmental clg phase for thiS interchamge project is completed. The
interchange is in pn and ne&ds to be reconstructed. Design of the
recommended al Interchange, will be completed in 2003.
This project does not on US-23 or M-59.
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